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Curator’s Notes
It’s been another busy year at the museum, with lots
of events and activities taking place onsite and out
and about in the community.

Helen’s series of Knit Your Christmas events, new for
2019, proved a huge success with eager knitters
flocking to make their own festive gifts on an antique
knitting machine. Thanks to Sarah Godfrey for helping
to organise and promote these events.

To name just a few of our other activities, we’ve
entertained local children with the Griswold Gang,
held joint exhibitions, run a wide range of craft
workshops, hosted a Textile Tales Roadshow event,
taken part in a Makers’ Night organised by Ruddington
Village Centre Partnership and live streamed a video to
500,000 Chinese viewers!

We’ve also been pleased to welcome several new
volunteers recently; why not join them and find out
how you can get involved in our busy museum life?

As always, our staff, volunteers, Friends and Trustees 
have worked tirelessly throughout the year to support 
the museum. Thank you to you all. We wish you all a 
merry Christmas and a very happy New Year. Here’s to 
exciting times ahead in 2020!

Jim Grevatte

office@frameworkknittersmuseum.org.uk

PS. Don’t forget we’re closed in January for
essential cleaning and maintenance and will
reopen on Wednesday 5th February 2020.

Everything’s crossed for 
‘A Right Good Yarn!’

In November, we submitted our Phase 2 funding
application to the National Lottery Heritage
Fund for ‘A Right Good Yarn.’

A huge ‘Thank you!’ to our incredible Project
Team and all the staff, volunteers and Trustees
who’ve contributed their hard work, ideas and
inspiration. We’d also like to thank everyone
who responded to our online survey, or visited
the museum to share their thoughts.

We’re now playing the waiting game until things
start happening again in 2020 – hopefully a
meeting and Q&A session with the HF team in
February, followed by the outcome in March.

If our funding application is successful, it’ll be
full steam ahead to redevelop and expand our
museum site to create an exciting new visitor
route. There’ll be a brand new reception area,
complete with shop and café, more space for
displays and exhibitions, and a larger, newly
designed garden for outdoor activities.

Our aim is to complete the redevelopment
works by summer 2021, in time for the
museum’s 50th anniversary. Watch this space!

mailto:office@frameworkknittersmuseum.org.uk


Join us for A Victorian Christmas

Our popular Christmas event returns on Saturday
21st December, from 2pm to 6pm. Entry is free.

The Chapel will be transformed into a Winter
Wonderland, where there’ll be the chance to create
your very own knitted present on an antique
knitting machine.

There’ll also be the ever-popular tombola and lots
of seasonal refreshments. After dark, the museum
garden and workshop will be lit by lantern light to
add to the magical atmosphere.

You can also enjoy
crumpets toasted on the
range in the cottage, 
roast chestnuts in the 
yard and traditional 
carols led by Ruddington 
Community Choir.

The museum’s shop, the Textile Emporium, will be
open throughout the event, selling a wide variety of
unusual gift items made by local makers – perfect
for finding a Christmas gift with a difference.

Bring the family and join us for a unique festive trip
back to the time of Dickens and ‘A Christmas Carol.’

Dates for your Diary

Saturday 21st December
A Victorian Christmas, 2pm to 6pm. See article.
Wednesday 15th January
Circular machine tuition for volunteers. 11am to
1pm.
Friday 17th January
Framework knitting taster workshop. Come and
try this traditional craft. 11am to 1pm
Friday 24th January
Fix up Friday! Come and help us with some vital
repair tasks. Cake provided.
Thursday 30th January
Circular machine tuition for volunteers. 11am to
3pm.
Friday 21st February
‘The Northampton Cobbler’. See below. F

Notes
• These are selected events. Please visit our

website and Facebook Events pages for full
details.

• F denotes a Friends event – please call 0115
984 5375 for details.

• For other events, please contact Jim or Helen.

The Friends of Ruddington Framework Knitters Museum present

‘The Northampton Cobbler – how the son of a framework knitter changed an empire’

A talk given by Francis Luckcock

on Friday 21st February 2020 at 2.30pm

in the Chapel at the Framework Knitters Museum

Tickets: £5 from the Museum or Tel: 0115 9845375 or 0115 921 5253

Could you find the perfect Christmas gift in our 
Textile Emporium, pictured above?



Behind the red door…

If you’ve visited the museum recently, you’ll
have noticed that the green external doors are
being repainted in dark red, their original
colour. We hope you agree that the ‘new’
colour makes the yard look more authentic.

Thanks to all our ‘Painting Party’ helpers!

Working together

Our research and community partnerships are
set to go from strength to strength in 2020.

We’re delighted that the Common Threads
initiative will continue next year. This is a
project to work with people with mental health
issues to share and develop their skills in a safe
environment.

Four of our work placement students are
contributing to the first stage of the Knitted
Together project with Slave Trade Legacies.
They’ll be delving into the Parker family’s
business records, both at the museum and
elsewhere, to research where the cotton came
from that was used in Ruddington.

We’re also putting a bid together to the Arts
Council to work with partners to restore our
oldest frame and share what we learn. Once it’s
working again we want to knit with the NTU’s
smart yarn and create something truly unique.

An afternoon with O’hAnleigh

In October, we were treated to a very special
visit from O’hAnleigh, an Irish-American folk
band who joined us all the way from the States.

The group chatted to visitors and performed a
programme of music from the age of industry
and gaslight, including their very own ballad
about the inventor of the knitting frame:
‘William Lee’s Amazing Knitting Machine.’

Matt’s Knitathon raises almost £1,900!

We reported in our summer edition that Matt
Hamilton, our Framework Knitter and Frameshop
Coordinator, was planning to embark on an epic 14
hour ‘Big Knitathon’ to raise funds for the museum.

And on Saturday 17th August, the event took place –
ultimately smashing Matt’s original target of at least
£1,000 by raising an amazing £1,872.37!

Matt’s 14 hour Knitathon, which began at 8am and
finished at 10pm, started as plain knitting, moved to
simple lace, which progressed into complex lace, and
finished with knitting by candlelight (pictured above).
During the day, he managed 1,222 rows of knitting
and 900 rows of lace – quite an achievement!

The money that Matt has raised will go towards the
upkeep of the knitting frames at the museum and the
workshop they’re located in. A huge ‘Thank you’ and
well done to Matt and everyone supported him.

A well-attended AGM

The museum’s AGM, held on Thursday 19th

September, was well-attended by Trustees, staff,
volunteers, Friends and other supporters.

After the usual business was concluded, the
attendees enjoyed an excellent talk by Sam Millard on
the Rufford Park Poachers – a group of framework
knitters by day and ‘ne’er do wells’ by night, who fell
foul of the law during a poaching expedition in 1851.

Griswold workshops for volunteers

Volunteers Anne, Mary and Barbara are running a
beginner’s workshop in January 2020 for anyone
interested in learning more about how to use,
maintain and talk to visitors about the Griswold
machines. Please contact Jim if you’d like to take part.



A visit from Ruddy Duck

Pupils from St Peter’s Junior School in Ruddington were
delighted to be joined by the village mascot, Ruddy Duck,
when they visited the museum in December.

Ruddy seemed to enjoy his visit and even had a go at
knitting on a Griswold machine – no mean feat when you
have wings instead of hands!

Thanks to Ruddington Parish Council Events Team for
arranging for Ruddy Duck to come along and join us.

On the spending front, we were only too pleased to cover the 
restoration costs of the Parker Family Bible. This came to the 
Museum via the Friends' connection with Parker descendants, 
to whom we are very grateful, and we are all delighted that this
wonderful artefact has come home and is now on public display.

In the New Year, we shall be adding the sum of £2,500 to the Museum’s Redevelopment Fund, in
support of ‘A Right Good Yarn.’

And for our first event in 2020, Francis Luckcock has kindly agreed, as his ‘swansong’, to present his talk
‘The Northampton Cobbler – how the Son of a Framework Knitter Changed an Empire’, in February.

On behalf of the Committee, may I wish all our members, volunteers and staff a very happy and
peaceful Christmas.

Kathy Powis, Chairman of the Friends of RFKM

Framework Knitters Museum, Chapel Street, Ruddington, Nottingham, NG11 6HE.
Tel: 0115 984 6914. Email: office@frameworkknittersmuseum.org.uk.
Website: www.frameworkknittersmuseum.org.uk. Find us on Facebook and Twitter.
Registered charity: 1087998.

Friends’ Corner

Our hard-working Committee has had a busy, successful, money-making,
fun-giving few months, with three events in the Chapel and an outing to
Doddington Hall.

Peter Wynne-Thomas's talk about cricket in August brought some new
customers to our door, as did the lively crowd-pleasing folk music of
Higgs Bo'sun at our sell-out winter concert in November – spreading the
word a bit wider.

Our October production featured a costumed Anita Young, Treasurer of
Nottingham Dickens Fellowship (pictured left), performing readings from
Dickens, Gaskell and Eliot.

Doddington Hall near Lincoln proved an excellent choice for our summer
coach outing with a tour of the house, extensive farm shop and gift
shops and two restaurants. (If anybody can recommend a good speaker
or destination for our 2020 trip, please let us know.)
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